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The ancient fortified city at Koprivlen – problems of the socialization of the cultural heritage in Gotse Delchev region, Bulgaria
Summary
In the last years in Bulgaria is paid much more attention to the cultural heritage in regard of making its usage as tourist attraction more rational. The tendency is that in this aspect often become engaged the municipalities or non- governmental organizations. There are several emblematic samples of ancient Hellenistic or Roman and medieval fortresses – such like Turnovo, Philippopolis, Hisarya, Pernik, Perperikon, Mezek, which are incorporated in the modern cities or are laying in their vicinity. For the time of their apogee they were the main centers of political, economic and cultural live and now they have still preserved this central function as main points for the cultural tourism. Their names became emblematic symbols of the cities, on which territory or nearest vicinity they are placed.
In this sense on the territory of Gotze Delchev municipality have to be mentioned three objects, on which socialization is paid attention in the last years – the roman city Nicopolis ad Nestum, the Late roman and Mediaeval fortress near Hadzidimovo, but most of all – the ancient city at Koprivlen. The site was inhabited since the Late Bronze age till the Late roman and Mediaeval period and shows intensive connections with the Greek and Roman world. The most intensive period was the time 8-4 c. BC, when it developed into an important mid-point for the commercial contacts with the local Thracian population. Representative stone houses were built, the site was surrounded by a thick stone wall and on the hill above was situated the acropolis of the city. 
The site is partially excavated – mostly by rescue excavations during the building works on the road Gotze Delchev-Drama in the years 1998-2000. In the last two years the most significant uncovered architecture monuments at Koprivlen were conserved and newly resorted, a supporting infrastructure was built so the site can be visited at the road Gotze Delchev-Drama. This is one of the most perspective sited, which can serve as a central point for the development of the cultural tourism in the region.
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