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Good morning to everybody! 
I am the delegate of the Mayor of the Commune of Potenza and my name is Piera De Marca. 
 First of all I want to hand here the excuses of our Mayor for his absence, but other institutional appointments to national level have forced him to undertake a trip toward the capital of our country. 
Besides the excuses, we offer you his regards and at the same time we seize the opportunity to thank you for the invitation and for the hospitality offered us. 

(thanks to a particular character?) 
And now, we can pass to our intervention 
DISCOURSE 
The Town administration of the city of Potenza has characterized in the culture a main point and a strong factor of development for the growth of its territory and its society. 

Beginning from the second later-war we have noticed in Italy, from the urbanistic point of view, hard breakdowns and delays which won’t be difficult to find remedy. In the last years, nevertheless, the awareness, that a city without past is a city without future, is matured: therefore to obviate to this process of social and cultural fragmentation,  needs to first of all valorize its history. 
In other terms, a community can tell him" great", beyond its demografic dimension, when it has a great "cultural project", able to involve not only its citizens, but also those of a vast territory of the urban entourage; able, in synthesis, to give its identity, values and means not ephemeral to contrast to the indifference, to the superficiality and the egoisms that often characterize the contemporary way of living. 

The main town ( of province of Potenza) is not obviously escaped the dynamics that, during the last fifty years, which have interested wide part of the Italian cities, in which the structure material is grown without a common awareness of its own being, and much more necessary thinking to the new problems of the multiethnic society. Potenza, it was said, is not escaped this trial, for which its actual condition is tied up to the particular way with which the city is developed in the last decades, both from the point of view of the urban organization and from that of the origin of its inhabitants: the consequence has been a social and cultural fragmentation that has not allowed to express, with the necessary intensity, a commune matrix. 

To invest in culture means therefore to create the best conditions to recover a territory and its own identity and to express better its own talents; it means to improve the quality of the life, to strengthen the bonds inside the community, to exalt the integral humanism that not only sees the authentic progress in the material comfort, but especially in that moral and spiritual. 

To invest in culture means to allow to a society to be more creative, more innovative and therefore more competitive and to be abreast of the answers that it demands the important passage from the economy of the capitals to an economy of the knowledge. People that have resources are not richer but those that know resources and know how they can use them preserving their own peculiarities, are really richer; therefore the state of comfort of a Country is not in the possession of the resources, but in the head of the people that uses them. 
The decentralization of the powers political-administrative change from today on the local authority to be more and more protagonists of the processes of economic and social growth of their own communities. 
Today the local authority are actors and protagonists of the development of the territory and they are able to determine the horizontal and vertical growth of a society able to walk autonomously and quickly toward the future. 
Task of the institutions is, in fact, that to build the conditions so that the culture, that is born from the society, can develop and to spread; but it is also up to the personal and collective subjects to activate him for the promotion and the cultural elaboration. 
Departing from these premises, we intend to keep on working along a common run that harmonizes the different experiences, soliciting intellectual, artists, groups, associations,ect. that operate in this field and work together for the construction of a new civil conscience. In this direction, the search of a  co-operation among the roles of the Administrations, of the associations and of the present cultural institutions on the territory has been fundamental to increase the general role of the city as “ Urban Cultural Pole” .
With regard to this, the city of Potenza has succeeded in strengthening and to widen the experience done with the Pole of the Culture of the Province of Potenza and has succeeded in consolidating the image of  the town as new reference and new center of the culture “lucana” that is of the Basilicata and the southern, able also to impose itself to the national attention. 

In such direction, the city is able to contribute not only on the logistic and urbanistic plan but also with its own specificities, its own offer, its own history: the bridge of S. Vito that goes back to the III-II century a.C., the Roman Villa of imperial epoch in Malvaccaro, with its beautiful mosaic, the tower of the Guevara Castle, the Churches of the storic center, some ancient buildings of valuable invoice, the Theater “Francesco Stabile", the Loffredo Palace, center of the Archaeological National Museum of the Basilicata" Dinu Adamesteanu" and center also of the spaces expositive of the Commune of Potenza; the city of Potenza is able to provoke admiration and amazement in who succeeds to look her with a supplement of soul and succedes to represent the base for an irreversible process of growth and cultural offer of tall profile. 

Particularly, the Theater Stabile is today the privileged place of the artistic expressions of the city. 
The presence on the territory of the university, of structures of excellence as the Cnr, of politics in the sector of the high formation offer a great opportunity to make of the city main town a center able to produce besides the culture, research and development, for becoming a regional reference for the social, economic and environmental scientific politics and to compete with the most advanced areas of the Mezzogiorno ( the southern of Italy) and the Country. 

Events and manifestations organized by " Città Cultura " 

The promotion of the culture, intended as production and support of events and demonstrations, is a fundamental objective for the development of a cultural activity as mean of cohesion, of social growth, able to improve the quality of the life of the citizens. 

The Assessorato to the Culture sustains City Culture with the objective to promote its activities of organization and management of cultural events, activity of support in the organization of events promoted by subjects of the territory (Associations, Public corporations and Privacies, Schools, Committees). 

City Culture also deals to increase the live-shows and the popular traditions, to publish and to spread artistic works, to valorize the knowledge of the cultural patrimony of the territory as complex of traditions, arts, customs, characters and historical facts through events and projects that make the Commune as protagonist and the Corporate body of the Provincial territory. 

Reopening of the Theater Francesco Stabile 

The reopening of the Theater Francesco Stabile has represented a moment of great growth. In this structure, great events have been and will be realized: lyric, prose and symphonic music will become protagonists allowing the city to reenter in the national circuit. The theater, devoted to the lucano musician Francesco Stabile (1802-1861), it was projected with characteristics very similar to those of the most known Theater S. Carlo of Naples. The stalls, three orders of boxes and the gallery contain the orchestra and its box, in contained and harmonicas dimensions, such to make it a small jewel in its kind. In January 26th 1881 it was inaugurated, with a representation de" La Traviata” of G. Verdi, to the presence of the King, of the Prince Amedeo and of the Regina of Italy. Its management was submitted by the Commune to entrepreneurs and privacies that alternated themself in the preparation of the seasons of Lyric, Operetta, Curtain-raiser, of demonstrations of beneficence, of soldiers and schools. After numerous vicissitudes (earthquakes, bombardments, closings and reopenings) the Theater has finally been reopened to the public in 1990. The job of restauration has preserved the neoclassic plant of the native project leaving the plasters and the decorations unchanged. The Theater has been reopened again to the public after two years of other interventions of restauration and just by the efficient intervention of the actual administration today the commune of Potenza, for the second consecutive year, it autonomously organizes, with the direct contribution of the Ministero, a complete theatrical season: lyric, concerts, prose, boys theater (ri pensamenti) and dance-theatre. The theater has still become the center of three “short list” organized in collaboration with the Region Basilicata and with the funds of the Community Europea in which hundred young people, separated in the various laboratories, have made lessons with authoritative personalities of the world of show business (edited by Serena Dandini’s Comic Theater, dance-theater edited by Lucia Di Cosmo and the Ballet of the Teatro dell’Opera of Rome, Potenza Film Festival edited by Antonello Faretta, Babak Payami, Kyarostami, Ben Gazzara). 

Opening of Palazzo ( Building ) Loffredo 

Palazzo Loffredo, the most important historical building in the city, center of the social and political life of Potenza in the centuries XVII and XVIII, have been restored and reopened becoming a point of cultural reference for the whole territory. Palazzo Loffredo, surrendered in use to the National Archaeological Superintendence of Basilicata, it is also center of a prestigious National Archaeological Museum entitled to the Rumanian archaeologist Dinu Adamesteanu that has discovered the presence of excavations going back to the epoch of the Hellenic colonization and Greek that are situated now in Basilicata. As expression and synthesis of the extraordinary results of the search archaeological in Basilicata, the Museum collection allows to reread the history of Great Greece and the ancient Lucania. 

The museum is the synthesis of the seven museums of the region Basilicata with two floors of archaeological finds that all the world admire. 

Besides, inside Palazzo Loffredo, the Town administration has also opened two expositive spaces restructured, the Galleria Civica and the Cappella of the Celestini, devoted to art exhibitions, not only of painting, but also  of sculpture, photo, conferences, presentations of books and other cultural events. 

Palazzo Loffredo, together with the two town buildings, the historical churches in the heart of the city, Pretoria Street and the Teatro Stabile complete a fascinating run able to mix architecture and culture, becoming one of the principals motives with pride for Potenza and for its inhabitants. 
The art exhibitions important Shows organized in the  Galleria Civica and in the Capella of the Celestini 
Realidad Spanish Arte of the Reality September 22 nd 2006 / January 14 th 2007 

Eccentric Primitive visionaries - from Alberto Martini to Licini, Ligabue, Ontani October 14 th 2005 / January 15 th 2006 
Giovanni Colacicchi Onofrio Martinelli An artistic Association 1921 -1966 11 March 2005 / May 18 th 2005 

Other Art Exhibition organized in the Civic Gallery and in the Chapel of the Celestinis 
"Spiritus Loci" Protagonists, Gleanings Anecdotes of the Eight hundred Lucano August 8 th 2006 / September 8 th 2006 

Escaliers the Vertical city 20 June /30 June 2006 th 2006 
What is Infinitely small art exhibition of Sacred Art 22 March 2006 / May 31 st 2006 
La via vecchia per la nova 18 febbraio 2006 /10 marzo 2006 

Mostra d’Arte Giapponese 12 settembre 2005 / 25 settembre 2005 

The most important Shows in Potenza

Shows organized in collaboration with the Superintendence to the national Archaeological funds of the Basilicata 

Corals Secret Images and myths from the sea between East and West Archaeological Museum of the Basilicata June 22 nd 2006 / October 30 th 2006 

Amber magics Archaeological Museum of the Basilicata December 2005/aprile 2006 

Permanent Archaeological show of Archaeological Museo of the Basilicata. inauguration May 20 ths 2005 
Fantastic Zoology. Museum April / September 2004 in collaboration with the Superintendence to the Archaeological funds of the Basilicata and the Museum of the Sciences in Turin 
The Sacred Waters Archaeological Museum 2003 / March 2004 
 Image and Myth in the ancient Archaeology Basilicata - Museum Shows Archaeological November 2002/agosto 2003 
Ritual for a Lucana goddess Museo Shows Archaeological May / June 2001 
The Sacred and the water native Cults in Basilicata, Museum Shows Archaeological February / April 2001 

Shows organized in collaboration with the Superintendence Artistic and Historical funds of Basilicata 
Lucani Painters of the 800 and the ' 900 Pinacotecas. June / September 2002 

Charles Levi - Select Works 1926 / 1974", edited by Savior Lives and Pious Vivarelli Pinacoteca - September 2001 / April 2002 

Charles Levi - Landscapes Lucani Dipinti of the confinement 1935/1936, Pinacoteca - June / October 2001 
Kings world Earth and Customs of the Basilicata, Museum - June / October 2001 
Imago Christi edited by Savior Lives - October / November 2001 
Utopia and Liberty Baricentro of the Neapolitan Republic edited by Luigi Cavallo, Pinacoteca - February / March 2001 
Art exhibition of Painting and Sculpture 

Chinese - artists between tradition and present 07 April / June 27 th 2004 
Montecitorio and the Bella Pittura 1900-1945 Rome Montecitorio in collaboration with the Foundation the Deputies' Chamber-- March 3 rd 2004 / April 16 th 2004 
The Bella Pittura 1900. 10 Octobers 1945 ths 2003 / 8 febbaioses 2004 
Massimo Carrà  My Life -paintings and sketches 1903-1965, Pinacoteca 4 aprile/22s June 2003 
George de Chirico, from the Metaphysics to the Metaphysics, Pinacoteca. October 2002 / gennaio2003 
Isabella Morra- Museum - March / April 2002 

exhibition of Photo 

Visconti and the Basilicata, Visconti in Basilicata - Shows photographic Museum November 2003 / February 2004 
Aldo La capra I photograph Museum aprile/giugno 2003 
Water- exhibition photographic of M. Goldwater and Mario Tozzi (Geologist and journalist of Cheerful) Museum settembre/novembre 2003 
“I am not afraid” exhibition Photographic- Backstage of the Film of Gabriele Salvatores Museum February 2003 
Franco Pinna exhibition photographic Museum November 2002 / February 2003 
Stanley Kubrick Thievish of looks, Museum - 12. 2001 / 02. 2002 care of E. Sgarbi and E. Grezzi 

Klaus Kada- at the beginning it is the look, Museum - November 2001 / January 2002 
Synthetic and Frontiers of the Communication visual -Museum - April 2001 
exhibition of Sculpture 

Ernesto Ornati Sculptures Museum October 2003 / March 2004 
Gaetano Martinez Sculptor sculptures and sketches 1911 - 1951, Museum 6 April / June 30 th 2003 
Ilario Fioravanti terracottas policrome, Museum -20 settembre2002s / January 31 st 2003 
Other exhibition 

Auto of epoch to the Covo degli Arditi three Editions of shows from 2002 to 2004 

The Square Wheels -creative Exibit to the Covo degli Arditi May 2003 

In the spirit of the promotion of the city of Potenza on the national territory, drawing to the P.O.R. (measure V. azione 1D), this year we have decided to celebrate" The Bicentennial of Potenza main town" 

L' 8 August 1806 Potenza becomes Main town of the Basilicata thanks to a general law on the subdivision and on the administration of the provinces in the circle of a vast legislative work of reforms and modernization of the Country served by Giuseppe Bonaparte. 

Today, after two centuries, this anniversary represents an important occasion to relaunch the role and the vocation of the main town. 

The commemorative dimension that characterizes the initiatives of the Bicentennial programmed from August 8 th 2006 to the first months of 2007,  offers the opportunity to specify and to define better not only the profile of a busy city in projects of urbanization but always ready to pick up the challenge of the present time increasing the awareness of the new functions that, besides to those traditional, developes in the cultural, economic and administrative life. 

In this perspective, the Bicentennial opens a new phase. 

It starts a comparison and it inaugurates a season of projects that integrates the actual effort to retrain the city, to strengthen its image, the habitat, its connective structure, the system of mobility, with the effort finalized to define its role of attractive pole and of services for a vast territory - integrated with the affairs and the expectations of the realities of the district -, over that as a center of excellence of the university and scientific search, of the innovation of regional and southern rank for the development of the commerce and the system of the enterprises. 

The spirit, that animates the whole action and the interventions of the Bicentennial, favours processes of cultural growth and delineates an organic and coherent structure of development. 

The celebrations of the Bicentennial assume, so, the character of a meaningful opportunity to articulate an effective and incisive strategy that, departing from this recurrence, develops itself in the next years. 
The Bicentennial of Potenza Main town constitutes a remarkable opportunity to feed a reflection on the city among past, present and future, to strengthen the identity dimensions of the community of Potenza, to think the city of hold connection with the interland of the town. 

It is an important occasion to involve a plurality of actors and social subjects in the elaboration and realization of a more advanced model of life. 

It is a possibility to create more conditions of best quality of the life, answering to the question of the citizens for the leisure time and the relaxation, about information and culture. 

It is an event that can effectively strengthen the new image of the city that we intend to communicate. 

The finalities of the program of initiatives can be so synthesize: 

· to strengthen the local identity and the social cohesion feeding the sense of affiliation to a community; 

· to strengthen the inside and external image of the city as" gravitational center" of the culture; 

· to render explicit the town’s role of knot of a network of communes and integral part of a project of a great area; 
· to connect the city with the European culture, particularly of the Mediterranean area. 
In conclusion, the town administration of Potenza firmly believes that the ability of a territory, of a city to communicate own specificities, to render explicit connotations and peculiar values, beginning from those of historical-cultural order, ( it ) constitutes a crucial factor in the politics of local development, in the today's society of the information. 

