Olu Agbi,

Πρέσβης Νιγηρίας στην Αθήνα 

Ambassador of Nigeria in Athens
«Νιγηρία και Επιχειρηματικές Ευκαιρίες »

«Nigeria and Business Opportunity»

I Wish to start first of all by expressing our profound appreciation and gratitude to the Organizers of this Festival for the warm reception accorded us since our festival in this beautiful town of Kavala, and for giving us this great opportunity to talk to you about our beloved country, Nigeria and the great business opportunities it provides.
Before I proceed with the subject of my discourse I wish to introduce to you Nigeria, geographically nd politically.  Nigeria is situated on the West Coast of the Atlantic Ocean in the African Continent.  It covers the land mass of about 1 million square kilometers with about 130 million people.  In fact one out of five blacks in the world is a Nigerian.  This makes it a market than no industrial country can afford to ignore.
Nigeria got its independence from Great Britain in 1960, thus the official language of the country is English.  The country went through a lot of ups and down through Military regimes from 1967 – 1999 with a breather from 1979 – 1983.  In May 1999 Democracy returned with democratic election of the current President Olusegun Obasanjo.  The President made tremendous efforts to transform the country from the pariah nation it used to be the State it is today, a nation accepted by the International Community.

Nigeria is particularly rich in oil and gas with capacity of over 2 million barrels per day, with gas reserve of billion of cubic metres.  Our gas supply is under firm order From Germany, Japan, France, etc.  We are also focusing on improving our non-oil revenues.  Nigeria is rich in solid minerals such as gold, aquamarine, topaz, tin, coal, iron ore, etc.  These minerals are begging to be tappet.


All these diversified sectors are being lined up for privatization, and you are most welcomed to participate in the process.  The Nigerian government has mapped out a programme aimed at creating an enabling environment including rational system of incentives, such as tax holiday, facilitating repatriation of dividends and you can also bring into Nigeria as much money as you desired for investment.  You can invest in oil and gas sector, health delivery, education, land and maritime transportation, telecommunication, and tourism.

You can imagine that the responsibility of catering for a population of over 130 million cannot be left to the government alone.  In the domain of telecommunication for instance, Nigeria has four service providers i.e., NITEL, MTN, V-Mobile and Globacom, yet the services are not adequate enough, you are therefore invited to partake in the expansion process.


You are very good in the domain of tourism, Nigeria is a virgin terrain in tourism, despite its numerous resorts and cultural diversity.

In the early 60s, 70s, in fact up to 90s, the Greeks were much present in Nigeria offering services in several sectors.  Greek companies such as Leventis, Mandillas, Patterson Zochonis were much active in Nigeria and still are but there is great need for more Greek companies as the dividends to reap are enormous and we want you to be part of the action.


I cannot finish this presentation without a word of warning.  In Nigeria there are handful of people who have perpetuated ways and means of swindling unsuspecting businessmen of substantial amount of money.  This is called 419 or advanced fee crime.  They come with mouthwatering proposals offering “Opportunities”  of reaping millions of dollars without working for it, don’t buy it, you risk being at the loosing end.  If you are offered a proposal that is suspicious report to the Embassy , we are always available to advise and guide towards genuine investment/business.
I thank you very much
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