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EXPOSITION SCHEDULE

1- Presentation

2- The Castle

· Geographic location

· history

· the castle inside

· treasures and saint dimitri reliquies

3- Tourist services for the public 

· visitors center

 

reception



snack bar



souvenir




cinema

· guided tours

· audioguides

4- Contracts and relationship between our company and the government to manage the Castle

5- Activities around the castle

· children games

· weddings

· concerts, theatre, spectacles…

· company meetings or congress

6- Special events

· publicity spots

· movies (The Kingdom of Heaven)

7- End of exposition

International Conference

“CASTLES-SYMBOLS OF CITIES: Promotion and Management of Common Cultural Heritage”

1. INTRODUCTION

Thanks for inviting us to talk about Loarre Castle and our enterprise. It is a pleasure to stay here.

Loarre Castle is breathtaking and we always believed that it was a great place to work. In 2001 we made an agreement with Aragon Government to offer guided visits. When Government realized that it was a successful and the visitors were increased, infrastructures and installations improved.

In 2006, Aragon Government considered that it will be better to transfer formalities to a private sector. We presented a management project, and at present we are working day after day to improve services. Our experience let us grow up and adapt the same project to several monuments, museums and other cultural spaces.

2. THE CASTLE

Description and History

Loarre Castle is located about 110 kms from Zaragoza at the foothills of the Pyrennees and near the French border. It is placed near the capital city of the Huesca Province. Huesca is, after Zaragoza, the second biggest city in Aragon. Good infrastructures with important cities make easier the comunications with Loarre.

The castle has retained its glory due, partly, to the remoteness of its locale at the base of the Pyrenées. The foothills are filled with pine trees, scrub bushes, almond groves and olive trees; the hint of herbs scent the air of the beautiful valleys and there are breathtaking views as you look out from the castle.

By 1016 Loarre is being used as a border fortress by the King of Aragon, Sancho el Mayor III. The oldest remaining part of the castle was built by him between 1015-1023, as a defense against the Muslim powers of Bolea and Ayerbe.

The castle was used as a royal residence for about 100 years. This early part of the castle contains the primitive chapel, ward, well, Tower of the Queen and the keep. The keep is 22 meters high with a crenellated top and walls that reach a thickness of 2 meters. Loarre’s location gave it a mark of strategic importance, as it was one of several castles in a line of defense that covered the region of Huesca.

From approximately 1062 to 1070, Loarre was under Muslim rule. King Sancho Ramírez retook and expanded the castle in 1070-1071. During this expansion the beautiful Romanesque church was built. King Ramírez also provided the means for Loarre to become an Augustinian monastery. The position of the castle was within 20 miles of the pilgrimage road that ran from Jaca to Puente la Reina.

The castle plan flows over the rock on which it rests, following the landscape. During this time in history it shows an unparalleled sophistication of design, with the smooth and detailed appearance of its construction.

The church of San Pedro is a work of art, containing a spacious nave whose four main pillars converge to hold the inner dome of the cupola. The craftsmanship and detail that was taken in making the chapel fills you with awe. The interior is well lit by carefully placed windows which illuminate the dome, nave and the semi circular apse. Beautiful Romanesque columns, 82 in total for the main chapel, are capped with astounding artwork. They depict flowers, birds, animals, plants, beautiful patterns and designs. A semi circular crypt lies below the apse and can be entered by a staircase below the chapel. The crypt also contains Romanesque columns, a total of 18, with the same detailed art as the chapel above.

Sancho Ramírez and Pedro I may both have claim to parts of the constructed outer wall. It was believed to be mostly constructed in the 13th century to provide protection to the village that sprang up around the base of the castle. From 1294 to nowadays the castle was relatively peaceful.

Tresaures and relics

An architectual work of art that has survived the passing of the years is complemented by a large collection of sculpture and paintings wich are now kept in the churcch of Stephen in Loarre, which dates back to the 15th century.

The most valuable tresures are three: the image of St Peter, a carving bearing the name of the castle´s church of St. Peter, the Romanesque carving of the virgin and a small chest of St. Demetrius.

3. TOURIST SERVICES FOR VISITORS

Visitors centre

Visitors centre is where people go before the visit of the castle. It is separated and hidden; its structure does not alter the enviroment radically. In the reception you can buy tickets in a counter and get information about the type of the visit, shedules and prices.The staff also give information about other momuments and cultural heritage.  

In the centre there is a special area dedicated to the coffee shop. The bar offers to visitors a good quality with professionalism.

The shop is the third area with several souvenirs, books and typical products of the region.

We use cinema hall to show videos, give lectures and meetings. Normally, visitor wacht  a video about the castle before guided tours to make a little introduction and to put into the group. 

Guided Tours

There are guided visits during all the year in Spanish, English and French, but it depends on the number of people. This is an optional service and visitors have to pay a surcharge of 1.50 €. The duration of the visit is one hour and when the guided tour is finished, visitors can stay inside just closer time.

Audio Guides

From this year, foreign people can use a modern system of audio guides to listen to the history of the castle in English, German and French.

Besides, it is possible to configure the audio guide in Spanish. This question is very useful for example, in winter, when there are less tourists.  

The audio guide costs one euro and a half. The tourist can visit the castle free, in a group with a guide or take an audio guide.

The system lets to add more languages in future. 
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5. ACTIVITIES

The area around the castle is full of natural beauty and important cultural heritage; this place boasts a wide variety of interesting sites for tourism.  All types of sports are widely enjoyed in this area as well. A large network of paths are perfect for cycling or walking and lead to interesting sites, such as natural springs, lakes, hermitages…

The enterprise’s staff is a young and well-qualified team of professionals who are well-adapted to the demands of today's clients. At present, we organise activities relating with meetings and congresses: cultural tours, guided visits, lunchs, tasting menus,… 

This enterprise organizes also different cultural events throughout the year: music festivals, plays, competitions,…

Kids games

For us is very important working with schools. Every year the enterprise programs activities for pupils like telling medieval stories, gymkanas, tours in nature, “attack the castle”, traditional games, legends,… 

Normally, schools contract the guided visit and one or two activities that cost a surcharge. Because of this, pupils stay all the day in the visitors centre, eating there and buying in the souvenir shop. This aspect is absolutely worthwhile from Monday to Friday. 

Activities are successful and year by year schools come back to contract them with different groups. The educational activities aims are: to teach, to amuse and to learn playing. 

The enterprise provides monitors and material for the activities. Imagination and originality is enough to programme this kind of activities. This means: low cost and high profit. 

Weddings

Inside the castle it is possible to celebrate civil and religious weddings. The demand of this kind of events is increasing quickly. Fiancé have to pay a fee for Aragon Government. The enterprise coordinates the wedding schedule and the guided visits, and offers to fiancé several services: music, lights, lunch, sound equipment, furniture…

Congresses, meetings and incentive programmes
There is a lot of restaurants, party locals, wineries,… in the area of the castle. Because of this it is possible to celebrate different events like weddings, congresses, meetings, lectures, including Loarre castle in the tour.

Concerts, plays, spectacles, shows and special events

Due to its characteristiques and privileged situation, the castle has been chosen on many occasions as the ideal setting for movies, TV, scenes, etc. 

· The Kingdom of Heaven

· Miguel and William

· La conquista de Albania

· El conde Arnau

· El niño invisible

· Crónica del Alba

· La vida de Miguel  Servet

The most succesful film: the Kingdom of Heaven is a 2005 epic film, directed by Ridley Scott.It stars Orlando Bloom, Eva Green, Jeremy Irons, David Thewlis, Marton Csokas, Brendan Gleeson, Alexander Siddig, Ghassan Massoud, Jon Finch, Michael Sheen and Liam Neeson.

The story is set during the Crusades of the 12th century. A French village blacksmith goes to aid the city of Jerusalem in its defense against the Muslim leader Saladin, who is battling to reclaim the city from the Christians. The film script is a heavily fictionalized portrayal of Balian of Ibelin.

A replica of the ancient city of Jerusalem was constructed in the desert. Filming also took place in Spain, at the Loarre Castle, Segovia, Ávila, Palma del Río and Casa de Pilatos in Sevilla. 
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